MARCH 3, 2010 DISCUSSION DRAFT

THE NORTH CANTON REPUBLICAN COMMITTEE AMENDED BY-LAWS

Motto: Organized for Service to Voters

ARTICLE I - NAME

The name of this organization shall be the North Canton Republican Committee and will hereinafter be referred to as the Committee.

ARTICLE II - PURPOSE

The Committee shall be a political and civic organization, participating in political and civic activities in the city of North Canton, Ohio and the North Canton City School District. The Committee shall actively recruit qualified Republicans to run for various offices. The Committee shall adhere to the principles of Republicanism and hereby commits to provide active assistance to the Stark County Republican Party and the Ohio Republican Party.

ARTICLE III - MEMBERSHIP

Section 1.  All members of the Committee shall be members of the Republican Party and live within the City of North Canton or the North Canton City School District.   Members of the Committee are encouraged to be elected or appointed members of the Stark County Republican Central Committee or serve on the Stark County Republican Party Executive Committee. 
Section 2.  A person is considered a member of the Committee if they meet the eligibility requirements and his or her name appears on the Committee’s membership list, as maintained by the Secretary.  Eligible residents interested in joining the Committee must apply for membership verbally or in writing.  The application for membership must be approved by a three-fourths (3/4) affirmative vote of the Executive Board.

Section 3.  All members of the Committee shall be required to pay dues in an amount of twenty dollars ($20.00) each calendar year to be considered a member in good standing.

Section 4.  At the first meeting of the calendar year the Committee shall meet and elect its officers by a majority vote of the members present.  
Section 5.  The officers of the Committee shall be a President, a Vice-President, a Secretary and a Treasurer.  These elected officers shall constitute an Executive Board.  In order to be eligible to serve as President or Vice-President of the Committee, a person must have been a member of the Committee in good standing for the two (2) immediately preceding calendar years.
Section 6.  The President shall appoint all permanent and temporary committees, or special committees which may be required, with the voting approval of the Executive Board.    
Section 7.  Elected public officials of Federal, State, County or City government shall not be eligible to serve as President or Vice President.

Section 8.  The President shall conduct and direct the operations of the Committee, represent the Committee at Republican functions, and perform all other duties usually exercised by the President and not inconsistent with these by-laws. The President shall not use his or her official position for private or personal gain.

Section 9.  The Vice President shall perform the duties of the President in the event of the President’s absence, death, removal from office, resignation, or inability to act, until a new President is elected at the next regular election.

Section 10.  The Secretary shall keep the minutes of all meetings, and shall keep and be the custodian of the permanent books and records of the Committee, including, but not limited to, the Committee’s membership list, except financial records.

Section 11.  The Treasurer shall receive all funds belonging to the Committee, keep proper books of account on all moneys received and disbursed as to the State Campaign Finance Reports.  The Treasurer shall disburse monies only by check.  The Treasurer shall render proper accounting to the Committee at each meeting thereof and shall be fully accountable to the Committee.

Section 12.  No officer or member of the Committee shall have any power to bind this Committee by any financial contract or obligation except by resolution properly adopted by the Committee and properly recorded by the Secretary in the minutes of the Committee.

Section 13.  The solicitation list shall be available to all Committee members at all times.




ARTICLE IV - NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Section 1.  A Nominating Committee shall be named by the President prior to the election of the Executive Board from among those Committee members in good standing who are current or former elected or appointed public officials in the City of North Canton or the North Canton City School District or who have served on the Committee’s Executive Board. The Nominating Committee shall recommend candidates to serve on the Executive Board and shall announce such recommendations to the membership.  Additional nominees shall be accepted from the floor at the meeting called for the election of officers.  
Section 2.  The members of the Nominating Committee shall elect a Chairperson.  The Chairperson of the Nominating Committee shall call for the election of officers in the following order:  President; Vice-President; Secretary and Treasurer.
Section 3.  Voting for officers shall be by secret ballot unless uncontested.  No absentee ballot shall be cast, and a simple majority shall rule.  In the event of a tie vote, a second vote shall be cast.  If a second vote results in a tie, a coin shall be flipped to determine the winner.

ARTICLE V - QUORUM

A quorum shall consist of thirty-three percent (33%) of the members of the Committee eligible to vote present at any regularly scheduled or special meeting.  A quorum must be present in order to conduct any business of the Committee.

ARTICLE VI - POLICIES

Section 1.  The policies and programming of a campaign will be in accordance with the policies and programming of the Stark County Republican Central and Executive Committees.

Section 2.  This Committee shall not endorse any candidate for elective office except by an affirmative vote of the entire Executive Board and an affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members present and eligible to vote.
Section 3.  This Committee shall not endorse questions and issues on the ballot except by an affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members present and eligible to vote.





ARTICLE VII - MEETINGS

Section 1.  The Committee shall meet at any place and time that the President, or a committee appointed by the President, shall select.

Section 2.  Due notice of such meeting stating the day, hour, and place thereof shall be e-mailed or mailed to each member, or in the alternative, called or provided a text message by phone, at least seven (7) days before the date of said meeting at their address or phone number as it appears on the membership list.  Special meetings may be called by the same procedure.

Section 3.  The Executive Board shall hold meetings as deemed necessary.

Section 4.  All meetings of the Committee shall be open to the public and press.  It shall be in order for the Committee to go into executive session to consider and to vote upon any matters deemed necessary, upon a majority vote of those members present and eligible to vote.

Section 5.  Except for the contested election of officers, all other matters shall be voted on openly in a manner determined by the Committee.  One member, seconded by another member, shall have the right to require a vote by secret ballot.
Section 6.  Only members that have paid the required membership dues are eligible to vote on any matter.
Section 7.  The most recent edition of Roberts Rules of Order shall govern all proceedings of the Committee not specifically covered by these by-laws.

Section 8.  These by-laws may be suspended at any meeting of the Committee by the vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the membership present and eligible to vote.

ARTICLE VIII - AMENDMENTS

These By-laws may be amended by presentment of a resolution in writing at any regularly scheduled meeting.  Such resolution shall be referred to the Executive Board for approval or disapproval.  The President shall thereafter report said approval or disapproval of the amendment, together with the text thereof, to all members by e-mail or mail at least ten (10) days prior to the next meeting.  If the Executive Board has approved said resolution, an affirmative vote of a majority of the members present and eligible to vote at such meeting shall be required to pass said resolution.  If the Executive Board has disapproved said resolution, an affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members present and eligible to vote shall be required to pass said resolution.

ARTICLE IX - ADOPTION

These Amended By-laws were adopted on the ____ day of April, 2010.
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